
E-Alert 29 Sept 2008

Funding:

Capacitybuilders Social Enterprise Programme 2008 - 2011: Call for Expressions of Interest

Deadline: 30 September
As part of the Capacitybuilders Social Enterprise Programme 2008 - 2011, Social Enterprise East Midlands (SEEM) is working in partnership with Capacitybuilders inviting expressions of interest against four outline project briefs that have been developed to address identified weaknesses in social enterprise support in the region, evidenced through our existing research base and a recent consultation process funded by Capacitybuilders. 

Suitably experienced organisations, partnerships or consortia with a track record of successful delivery with social enterprise are invited to submit expressions of interest for projects they are interested in taking forward.

For more information follow this link www.seem.uk.net/
BIG – Young People’s Fund

Deadline: 16 October
The programme has two aims: to ensure that all organisations that provide services to young people, involve them in developing, running and reviewing policies and services; to help achieve the five Every Child Matters outcomes.

They want to fund projects where young people are fully involved and improvements are made to young people’s services. They  also want to support work to increase understanding of young people’s needs and create further opportunities for involvement in things that affect young people’s lives. It will offer grants of between £10,000 and £500,000 to support activities and services lasting between 1 and 5 years. Visit the website for more information: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/
ScottishPower Energy People Trust 

Deadline: 16 October

The ScottishPower Energy People Trust can provide funds for not-for-profit organisations who work with or represent the vulnerable and fuel poor to help those most in need.

Applications are accepted for projects from not-for-profit organisations and groups for schemes covering: Crisis funding; Benefits health checks or income maximisation; Energy Efficiency measures and advice; Research; or any combination of the above. 

Projects may be funded up to a maximum of 3 years but whatever the duration the £100,000 maximum funding limit applies to the Project. 

For more information visit: www.energypeopletrust.co.uk/
Awards:

Awards for Bridging Cultures 

Deadline: 5pm 1 October

ABCs will reward grass roots, community and voluntary organisations for local schemes and projects which promote intercultural dialogue and understanding. iCoCo and The Baring Foundation are aware that there are many projects across the United Kingdom that actively work to promote this understanding and awareness.

Apply online at Website: http://www.bridgingcultures.org.uk 
BURA Awards for Community Inspired Regeneration

Deadline: 15 October

The BURA Awards for Community Inspired Regeneration are a celebration of outstanding grassroots regeneration projects; the schemes that address local issues and as a result are raising community spirit and improving quality of life.

The projects recognised will be those that represent best practice in Community Inspired Regeneration; those grass roots projects that are making a real difference to the quality of life for local people and increasing community spirit. The panel will also be looking for active participation of the community in the management at all stages of the project. 

For further information www.bura.org.uk/ 
£130m grassroots grants

The programme, funded by the Office of The Third Sector and administered by the Community Development Foundation, offers grants of between £250 and £5,000 to support activities that lie right at the heart of our local communities. 
To keep the process as simple and easy as possible for applicants, the money is being distributed directly through local funders – slightly larger local organisations already based in the community and selected because they are familiar with the needs and causes in each area.

Details of the local funders can be found on the www.cdf.org.uk or by calling the Grassroots Grants helpline on 01223 400 331.

Abbey Charitable Trust 

Abbey Charitable Trust is committed to supporting local communities and disadvantaged people, particularly in those areas where Abbey has a significant presence. They have three funding priorities to help disadvantaged people: Education and training; Financial advice to help people manage their money; and Community regeneration. They want to fund tangible items like equipment, workbooks, training materials, guides and other capital items. 

Most donations will be between £500 and £4,000. They operate a rolling programme so there are no deadlines and you can apply at any time of the year. Visit www.abbeynational.com/ for more information.

Training:

Facilitation of Dialogues for Community Cohesion

Dates: 9, 10, 16, 17 October (4 day course)

Venue: Sycamore Millenium Centre, Nottingham

Cost: £200

A training course to build skills and confidence for present and future community leaders an workers on how to develop / facilitate diverse groups to build together a sensitves, trusting community of hope, security and opportunity for all.

Contact Hope in the Cities, on 0115 962 5335 for more information and to book.

Business Immigration Laws

Date: 14 October 2008

Time: 4pm - 5.30pm

Venue: Hotel Maiyango, Leicester

Cost: Free

There is a free seminar being held by Paragon Law on the new business immigration laws.

For more information please contact - James Dunn or Hilary Campton - jamesd@paragonlaw.co.uk - 0115 9644123
 

Listening Generously: A Weekend Course in Basic Counselling and Listening Skills

Date: 15-16 November

Time: 9am to 4pm. 

Venue: Narborough

Cost: £50

Over two days, participants will be introduced to basic counselling and listening skills based on the Buddhist psychology model developed by Caroline and David Brazier of the Amida Trust. This course is designed for people with little or no experience. Join us to learn new skills or improve your existing ones. The course is suitable for anyone working with adults in a voluntary/helping role that involves listening and support.

To register 0116 286 7476 or email Mudita, mudita@amidatrust.com
Tendering & Procurement courses

Dates: September / October

Venues: Various

Cost: £135 (full day) / £75 (half day)
Tendering & Procurement in supporting people services – A one day event aimed at providers who are anticipating needing to tender for existing or new services, but they are also aimed at SP Team members who need to develop their understanding of the issues and processes involved. 

A consortium approach to tendering and procurement - A half day event intended for Providers who are anticipating needing to tender for existing or new services and want to better understand how a Consortium approach could work to their advantage. Also aimed at SP team members who want to gain an understanding of why Consortium arrangements can be good for the market and action they could consider in their approach to receipt of a Consortium bid.
For more information visit www.supportsolutions.co.uk/training.htm or telephone 0121 707 7766/8881

Equality and Human Rights Training Courses

Dates: Various

Venues: Throughout the East Midlands

Cost: Free

Chesterfield Law Centre offer FREE discrimination training, aimed at advisors, HR workers, trade unionists, community workers, voluntary and private sector organisations and individuals who experience discrimination in Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire.

For a brochure on all courses available email clc@chesterfieldlawcentre.org.uk.

Social Enterprise Development Workshops

Dates / Venues: Various

The programme is focussed on supporting the start up of new social enterprises and growing existing businesses.
As part of the programme they are running a series of ‘First Steps in Social Enterprise’ seminars to introduce individuals and organisations to the social enterprise business model. Alongside the seminars they are running a programme of workshops for established third sector organisations exploring key business development issues including ‘Understanding and Accessing Markets’, ‘Growth and Development Models’, ‘Selling to the Public and Private Sectors’ and ‘Social Accounting and Audit’.

For details of these events, which are available across the region, and for booking information please www.seem.uk.net to visit the SEEM website.
Marketing and Communications Courses 

Dates / Venues: Various 

Cost: £50

Media Trust is offering subsidised places for second tier organisations on marketing and communications courses as part of the Capacitybuilders Marketing and Communications National Support Services programme. Aimed at supporting organisations who want to reach frontline groups.  The two courses are Understanding Media Relations price & Understanding Marketing price .  

To book a place email secondtiertraining@mediatrust.org or phone 020 7217 3780 or visit www.mediatrust.org/training-events 

Conferences:

Human Rights – Tackling inequality and Social Exclusion

Date: 2 October

Venue: Leicestershire

Cost: Free

NEP and BIHR have organised a series of free regional events on human rights approaches to the work of the third sector. What are human rights – what do they mean for the third sector? How can human rights be used as a tool by the third sector to tackle inequality and social exclusion in society? How can the third sector be skilled up to be able to use human rights in their work?

For more information visit www.bihr.org.uk
Comprehensive Area Assessment Event

Date: 10 October

Venue: Leicester

Cost:

Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) looks at how well local services work together to improve the quality of life for local residents. It assesses and reports how well public money is spent and will make straightforward independent information available to people about their local services, helping them make informed choices and influence decisions. Further information/source www.audit-commission.gov.uk/caa/whatiscaa  
Please note there are several regional events taking place to view them all and book a place visit eventscalendar.audit-commission.gov.uk
Faith Matters Too Conference
Date: 15 October

Venue: London

This conference has been arranged for the faith based Voluntary and Community Sector to have a platform to celebrate its successes, raise issues that currently affect them, as well as highlight concerns for the future.  The day will create a forum for faith based VCS organisations, Criminal Justice Practitioners, and policy makers to think of solutions to these issues and concerns.  For a booking form visit www.clinks.org/events.aspx or contact karen.desai@clinks.org or 01904 673970

Community Development Foundation
Empowerment Conference
Date: 21 October

Venue: Birmingham

Cost: Free
This event is designed to demonstrate community development’s contribution to empowerment practice.  There will be the opportunity to attend workshops, debate and network with other delegates working in the areas of policy and practice.  For more information and booking details visit www.cdf.org.uk
Tackling Social Exclusion through Partnership – Removing the Barriers

Date: 22 October

Venue: London

This national event will explore the need for government and all organisations involved in the drive against social exclusion to ensure that a cross-departmental approach delivers for those most in need.  To book online: www.insidegovernment.msgfocus.com or telephone 0207 484 5224 for more information

News:

Do you offer learning opportunities or advice on learning and careers?

Careers Advice Service may be able to help you support your clients; it is a telephone advice line to provide adults with access to integrated information, advice and guidance on learning and careers. 
They offer a range of services including the helpline in 8 different languages. Their services include advice on how to convert overseas qualifications, funding advice for learners, careers guidance, and advice on citizenship. If you think these services may benefit the main number is 0800 100 900. For bilingual services: Punjabi 0200 093 1333, Sylheti/Bengali 0800 093 1444, Somali 0800 093 1555, Polish 0800 093 1114, French 0800 093 1115, Farsi 0800 093 1116, Urdu 0800 093 1118, and Gujarati 0800 093 1119.
If your community group offers any types of learning opportunities register with the Careers Advice Service so they can direct individuals to your courses. Contact Siraj Yusuf on 0116 201 6021, or siraj.yusuf@bss.org to register your courses or for more information and leaflets.

Safeguarding Children
NSPCC has launched a new free toolkit for BME communities on safeguarding children. It is available at: www.nspcc.org.uk/safecommunities
 
Community Engagement: Some lessons from the new deal for communities programme 

A new report outlines the experiences of new deal for communities’ partnerships in developing and implementing their approaches and strategies for community engagement. To read the report visit www.communities.gov.uk/
 

Working with Local Strategic Partnerships and Local Area Agreements: Some lessons from the new deal for communities programme 

This study explores the relationship between four New Deal for Community (NDC) partnerships and their Local Strategic Partnership (LSP), and what impact if any this has on the Local Area Agreement (LAA). It assesses the extent to which each influenced the other, identifying what helped and what hindered the development of the relationship, concluding with a summary of the implications for both policy makers and practitioners. To read the report visit www.communities.gov.uk/
National Survey for the Sector

The quality of support for the third sector in every local area in England is to be measured by a new survey of the sector. The Office of the Third Sector in the Cabinet Office is to ask third sector organisations to share their experiences. This will help give local government the information it needs to ensure an environment for a thriving third sector, and meet new performance targets. 

From 22 September, 104,000 charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises will receive the National Survey of Third Sector Organisations (NSTSO) questionnaire from Ipsos MORI. This will be the biggest ever survey of the sector and will ask about local and national funding relationships, advice and support services and the state of relations with local government.  

Further details can be found on the Cabinet Office website at 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector.aspx
Involving Asylum Seekers & Refugees in Volunteering
Cost: £17.50 
A resource covering: Asylum Seekers & refugees - the facts / the law; challenges for voluntary organisations; overcoming barriers; CRB checks; good practice in recruitment; moving on. Presented on CD, an instant resource for anyone who has to give talks to staff teams, management committees or other organisations.
To order contact Sandy Leong: sandyleong1@hotmail.com
Multifaith Holidays:
Navratri/Dussehra (starts 29 September)
Navaratri (nine nights) is one of the greatest Hindu festivals. It symbolises the triumph of good over evil. Navratri takes place at the beginning of October around harvest time and, as the name implies, this festival is celebrated for nine days. Visit www.bbc.co.uk/religion/for more information
Rosh Hashanah (starts 30 September)

Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New Year festival and commemorates the creation of the world. It lasts 2 days. Rosh Hashanah is also a judgment day, when Jews believe that God balances a person's good deeds over the last year against their bad deeds, and decides what the next year will be like for them. Visit www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ for more information.
Eid-Ul-Fitr (1 October)
The end of Ramadan when Muslims celebrate the end of fasting and thank Allah for His help with their month-long act of self-control. 

Yom Kippur (9 October)

Yom Kippur, the most sacred and solemn day of the Jewish year, brings the Days of Repentance to a close.

On Yom Kippur, God makes the final decision on what the next year will be like for each person. Visit www.bbc.co.uk/religion/ for more information.
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