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E-Alert 5 November 2008

Funding:
Defra’s Greener Living Fund
A new fund to help charitable and voluntary organisations support and develop environmental projects throughout England has been announced. The Greener Living Fund will help voluntary organisations promote positive environmental changes to individuals and communities, helping them reduce their carbon footprints, make greener lifestyle choices and find new ways to rely less on our natural resources.
More information: http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/ 
 European Social Fund – Innovation and Transnationality

The Innovation and Transnationality fund is looking to support projects which will develop and deliver new ways of extending employment opportunity and raising workforce skills.  Within the fund there is a theme on “ICT and the digital divide”, specifically for the East Midlands.  
More information at www.esf.gov.uk/innovation_transnationality/. 

Source: NCVO

Accessing discounted and free software

If you’re thinking about upgrading or adding to your software then you might want to look at all of the options before placing your order.  Open source software is free (with some associated costs) and features many of the same applications as other leading software brands.  There’s more about open source options at www.icthub.org.uk/managing_ICT/open_source_1.html.  To find out how to access other ICT products at discounted prices, go to www.icthub.org.uk/discounteddeals/. 
Grants of up to £20k now available
emda is making Pathfinder Grants available to companies to undertake market feasibility studies in a range of technology areas. 

The Grants, which range between £5,000 and £20,000 are designed to enable businesses to investigate the market potential of ideas they may have to exploit a range of technologies.
Pathfinder projects need to focus on activities that gather evidence of market validation, establish the commercial opportunity and demonstrate the regional benefit of supporting the proposed technology. 

For more details about Pathfinder Grants visit www.eminnovation.org.uk or telephone Dr Lisa Thomas, Innovation Strategy Manager at emda on 0115 947 1736.
The Consortia Fund
Futurebuilders England is preparing to launch a new fund to help charities bid for large-scale public sector contracts in coalitions.
The Consortia Fund is expected to be launched next month and will help charities to increase their capacity to compete with private organisations on large contracts, according to Jonathan Lewis, chief executive of Futurebuilders.
http://www.thirdsector.co.uk/News/
Modernisation Grant Awards

Capacitybuilders is pleased to announce £2.5 million of grant awards for the modernisation of third sector support services. The funding is the second phase of grant awards to a range of projects across England with the aim of achieving a step change in the quality and relevance of support available to frontline organisations.

The projects have been put forward by local and regional Consortia from the business plans they developed during the last year.  The awards represent the next phase of a three year investment by Capacitybuilders in modernisation and improvement.  
To find out more about this funding announcement, please visit http://capacitybuilders.com.

Conferences and Events:
What makes a winning fund application?

Dates: 17 November, 21 November, 28 November

Venues: Nottingham, Leicester, Derby

Big Lottery in partnership with Voice East Midlands is holding three training courses on how to write successful funding applications. The half day sessions will look at a range of ways to increase your success in writing funding applications.
For more information and to book contact Lorraine on 0115 950 8820 or reception@voice-em.org.uk. Further details can also be found on www.voice-em.org.uk.  Places are limited so book early.
Thinking 360o: what might the future hold and how can we manage it?

Date: 24 November

Time: 10 – 3.30
Venue: Peepul Centre, Leicester

One East Midlands is holding a conference event and Annual General Meeting on 24 November at the Peepul Centre in Leicester. This meeting and conference is a chance to: 

- hear from Nick Hurd, Shadow Minister for the Third Sector who will give an overview of the Conservative Party’s Green Paper “A stronger society, voluntary action in the 21st century”.  The Green Paper sets out a range of proposals on giving, funding, capacity building, social enterprise and public service delivery. Find out what the Green Paper might mean for you and how you can feed in your views; 

- attend our AGM 

- participate in the membership services scheme, which offers you the opportunity to get more involved in One East Midlands, influence our work and review progress to date.  

For more information visit www.oneeastmidlands.org.uk/. To book contact Sandra Casey sandracasey@one-em.org.uk or 0115 934 8471.
 BME Policy: Get your voice heard!

Date: 1 December
Venue: Voice East Midlands, Nottingham
Time: 12.30 to 4 pm


What is policy? How will it affect my organisation? How can I influence and change regional policy? If you work for a BME organisation and these are some of the questions you’ve been asking, or if you work with or have an interest in BME policy, then this event is for you. 
 

One East Midlands and Voice East Midlands are looking to set up a BME Policy Reference Group where you can find out about policies that affect the BME VCS, discuss BME policy issues and affect and inform policy on a regional level. 
 

Send in the attached booking form to reserve your place. Please do send details on to any colleagues you think would be interested. If you have any questions please contact Clare Anoopa by email on clare@voice-em.org.uk or by phone on 0115 950 8820
‘Building Climate Friendly Communities' Acting on CO2
Date: 19 November
Venue: EPIC centre, Lincoln Showground
Time: 10 to 4 pm

The UK recently committed to cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 80% on

1990 levels by 2050. Do you know your role in building resilient, climate friendly communities that can rise to this momentous challenge?

- What are the challenges for local communities and organisations in the face of climate change, rising energy prices and an economic recession?

- What has been done and could be done to address these challenges?

An 80% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 will require profound changes in the way that communities, organisations and individuals live and function. This event aims to inspire action amongst individuals and organisations that can play a key role in building climate friendly communities that have the resilience to respond positively to this extraordinarily demanding target. 
Book your place at the event now by calling 01664 502 599 or by emailing your contact details and workshop choices to expo08@emra.gov.uk.

“Religion or Belief” and Equality and Human Rights events

Date: 22 January

Time: 9.30 – 4pm
Venue: The Birmingham and Midland Institute, Margaret Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS
Cost: Free

A FREE awareness raising and consultation event, funded by the Equality and Human Rights Commission.  The events will provide information about “religion or belief” equality legislation, employment practices, human rights, community cohesion, education, conflict of equality strands and more!

To book a place for this event, please contact: local@humanism.org.uk or Tel: 02074624992

News:

New one-stop shop for cohesion launched 
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A new interactive website, developed by the Institute of Community Cohesion (ICoCo), brings together in one place a range of practical advice and support on how to promote cohesion and integration drawing on good practice case studies from across the country. 
Aimed at practitioners, policy-makers and other organisations from a whole range of sectors, the website will provide a continuously updated bank of cohesion resources, including toolkits, links and briefings on key issues. 
More information: http://www.cohesioninstitute.org.uk
New third sector skills body 
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The Government has announced plans to create a new Third Sector skills body which will identify and address skills gaps and shortages for charities, voluntary groups, social enterprises and other third sector organisations. It will pull together the work of the sector skills councils to open up learning opportunities for third sector paid and voluntary staff. It will ensure the sector's needs are properly considered in the design development of National Occupational Standards, the design Apprenticeship Frameworks and Sector Qualification Strategies.
More information: https://nds.coi.gov.uk/
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